
Collier County Public Schools’ 
Memorial Day Resource 

Packet 2020 

They are dead; but they live in each Patriot's breast, 
And their names are engraven on honor's bright crest. 

~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



www.collierschools.com 

Dr. Kamela Patton 
Superintendent of Schools 

THE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF COLLIER COUNTY 

Stephanie Lucarelli, Chair 
Erick Carter, Vice Chair 
Jenn Mitchell, Member 
Roy M. Terry, Member

 Joy Westberry, Member 

This report has been prepared by The District School Board of Collier County.  
Additional copies, if available, may be obtained by writing: 

The District School Board of Collier County 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Administrative Center 

5775 Osceola Trail  
Naples, Florida 34109-0919 

Report Number: Coordinated by: 
03202001 Social Studies Department 

VISION STATEMENT 

  All students will complete school prepared for ongoing learning as well as 
community and global responsibilities. 

The District School Board of Collier County does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in the 
provision of educational opportunities or employment opportunities and benefits.   The District School Board does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex or disability in the education programs and activities that it operates, pursuant to the requirements of Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, respectively. The 
right not to be discriminated against extends to both employees and students of the District and shall include equal access to designated 
youth organizations in conformity with the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act. The following personnel should be contacted for 
inquires about their rights or to learn how to file a complaint regarding discrimination. 

Employees:  Educational Equity Act, Title IX, Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act) or the Americans with Disabilities Act, contact  
Valerie Wenrich, Executive Director, Human Resources and Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Employees, (239) 377-0351, The District 
School Board of Collier County, 5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, Florida 34109. 

Students: Educational Equity Act, Title IX, or the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, contact Stephen McFadden, Coordinator, School 
Counseling K-8, and Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Students, (239) 377-0517, The District School Board of Collier County, 5775 Osceola 
Trail, Naples, Florida 34109 

Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act, contact Dr. Dena Landry, Coordinator, Psychological Services, 
(239) 377-0521, The District School Board of Collier County, 5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, Florida, 34109.



Table of Contents 

Florida Statute and Additional Resources 

History of Memorial Day 

Interesting Memorial Day Facts 

Teacher Background Information: 

Memorial Day Poppies 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

Lesson Plans

Memorial Day Social Studies Department Collier County Public Schools



Florida Statute – Veterans/Memorial Day 

Florida Statute 1003.42(2)(t) states, “In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans have made 
in serving our country and protecting democratic values worldwide. Such instruction must occur on or before 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day. Members of the instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance of 
local veterans when practicable.” 

Additional Resources 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ Memorial Day Page: http://www.va.gov/opa/speceven/memday/ 

History Channel’s Memorial Day Page: http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history 

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War’s Memorial Day Page: http://www.usmemorialday.org/ 

Library of Congress: America’s Story: http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/recon/jb_recon_memorial_1.html 

NEA’s Memorial Day Lesson Ideas Page: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/memorialday-lesson-ideas.html 

Education World’s Memorial Day Lesson Ideas Page: 
http://www.educationworld.com/holidays/archives/memorial_day.shtml 
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History of Memorial Day 

Memorial Day, an American holiday observed on the last Monday of May, honors men and women who died 

while serving in the U.S. military. Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the 

Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting 

cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings, and participating in parades. Unofficially, at least, it marks 

the beginning of summer. 

EARLY OBSERVANCES OF MEMORIAL DAY 

The Civil War claimed more lives than any conflict in U.S. history, requiring the establishment of the country’s 

first national cemeteries. By the late 1860s Americans in various towns and cities had begun holding 

springtime tributes to these countless fallen soldiers, decorating their graves with flowers and reciting prayers. 

It is unclear where exactly this tradition originated; numerous different communities may have independently 

initiated the memorial gatherings. Nevertheless, in 1966 the federal government declared Waterloo, New 

York, the official birthplace of Memorial Day. Waterloo—which had first celebrated the day on May 5, 1866—

was chosen because it hosted an annual, community-wide event, during which businesses closed and 

residents decorated the graves of soldiers with flowers and flags. 

DECORATION DAY 

On May 5, 1868, General John A. Logan, leader of an organization for Northern Civil War veterans, called for a 

nationwide day of remembrance later that month. “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of 

strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country 

during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the 

land,” he proclaimed. The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t the 

anniversary of any particular battle. 

On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 

participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried there. Many Northern 

states held similar commemorative events and reprised the tradition in subsequent years; by 1890 each one 

had made Decoration Day an official state holiday. Many Southern states, on the other hand, continued to 

honor their dead on separate days until after World War I. 

EVOLUTION OF MEMORIAL DAY 

Memorial Day, as Decoration Day gradually came to be known, originally honored only those lost while 

fighting in the Civil War. But during World War I the United States found itself embroiled in another major 

conflict, and the holiday evolved to commemorate American military personnel who died in all wars. 



For decades, Memorial Day continued to be observed on May 30, the date Logan had selected for the first 

Decoration Day. But in 1968 Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which established Memorial 

Day as the last Monday in May in order to create a three-day weekend for federal employees; the change 

went into effect in 1971. The same law also declared Memorial Day a federal holiday. 

MEMORIAL DAY TRADITIONS 

Cities and towns across the United States host Memorial Day parades each year, often incorporating military 

personnel and members of veterans’ organizations. Some of the largest parades take place in Chicago, New 

York and Washington, D.C. Americans also observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries and memorials. On a 

less somber note, many people throw parties and barbecues on the holiday, perhaps because it unofficially 

marks the beginning of summer. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Each year on Memorial Day a national moment of remembrance takes place at 3:00 p.m. local time.  To ensure 

the sacrifices of America’s fallen heroes are never forgotten, in December 2000, the U.S. Congress passed and 

the president signed into law “The National Moment of Remembrance Act,” P.L. 106-579, creating the White 

House Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance. The commission’s charter is to “encourage the 

people of the United States to give something back to their country, which provides them so much freedom 

and opportunity” by encouraging and coordinating commemorations in the United States of Memorial Day 

and the National Moment of Remembrance.  The National Moment of Remembrance encourages all 

Americans to pause wherever they are at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for a minute of silence to 

remember and honor those who have died in service to the nation. 

~ adapted from Memorial Day by History.com  
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history 
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Interesting Memorial Day Facts 
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Teacher Background Information: Memorial Day Poppies 

In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders Fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders Fields. 

~John McCrae, 1915 

This was the poem written by World War I Colonel John McCrae, a surgeon with Canada’s First Brigade 
Artillery. It expressed McCrae’s grief over the “row on row” of graves of soldiers who had died on Flanders’ 
battlefields, located in a region of western Belgium and northern France. The poem presented a striking image 
of the bright red flowers blooming among the rows of white crosses and became a rallying cry to all who 
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fought in the First World War. The first printed version of it reportedly was in December 1915, in the British 
magazine Punch. 
McCrae’s poem had a huge impact on two women, Anna E. Guerin of France and Georgia native Moina 
Michael. Both worked hard to initiate the sale of artificial poppies to help orphans and others left destitute by 
the war. By 1920, when Guerin, with the help of the American Legion, established the first poppy sale in the 
U.S., the flower was well known in the allied countries — America, Britain, France, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand — as the “Flower of Remembrance.” Proceeds from that first sale went to the American and French
Children’s League.
Guerin had troubles with the distribution of the poppies in early 1922 and sought out Michael for help.
Michael had started a smaller-scaled Poppy Day during a YMCA conference she was attending in New York and
wanted to use the poppies as a symbol of remembrance of the war. Guerin, called the “Poppy Lady of France”
in her homeland, and Michael, later dubbed “The Poppy Princess” by the Georgia legislature, went to the
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) for help.
The poppy was adopted as the official memorial flower of the VFW at its national convention in Seattle,
Wash., in August 1922, following the first nationwide distribution of poppies ever conducted by any veterans’
organization.
In 1923, faced by a shortage of poppies from French manufacturers, the VFW relied on New York florists to
make up the difference. This was a huge setback, however, and led to the idea by VFW officials to use
unemployed and disabled veterans to produce the artificial flower. This concept was approved in late 1923
and the first poppy factory was built in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1924. This provided a practical means of assistance
to veterans and also ensured a steady, reliable source of poppies. Veterans at Department of Veterans Affairs
medical facilities and veterans homes help assemble the poppies, and each year the VFW distributes roughly
14 million worldwide.
It was around the same time the first poppy factory was built that the VFW registered the name “Buddy
Poppy” with the U.S. Patent Office. The term “Buddy” was coined by the poppy makers as a tribute to their
comrades who did not come home from the war or who were scarred and crippled for life.
The VFW celebrated the 75th anniversary of the Buddy Poppy as its official flower in 1997. While profits from
its sales have helped countless veterans and their widows, widowers and orphans over the years, the poppy
itself survives as a perpetual tribute to those who have given their lives for the nation’s freedom.

-http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/flanders.asp

Video Resource:  

Viewpure 2009 CA News Clip (2.29 minutes): http://viewpure.com/rG3Fujf5K1o?start=0&end=0 
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Teacher Background Information: Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery stands atop a hill overlooking Washington, 
D.C. On March 4, 1921, Congress approved the burial of an unidentified American soldier from World War I in
the plaza of the new Memorial Amphitheater.

The white marble sarcophagus has a flat-faced form and is relieved at the corners and along the sides by neo-
classic pilasters, or columns, set into the surface. Sculpted into the east panel which faces Washington, D.C., 
are three Greek figures representing Peace, Victory, and Valor. The six wreaths, three sculpted on each side, 
represent the six major campaigns of World War I. Inscribed on the back of the Tomb are the words: 

Here rests in honored glory an American soldier known but to God 
The Tomb sarcophagus was placed above the grave of the Unknown Soldier of World War I. West of the World 
War I Unknown are the crypts of unknowns from World War II, Korea and Vietnam. Those three graves are 
marked with white marble slabs flush with the plaza. 

The Unknown of World War I 

On Memorial Day, 1921, four unknowns were exhumed from four World War I American cemeteries in France. 
U.S. Army Sgt. Edward F. Younger, who was wounded in combat, highly decorated for valor and received the 
Distinguished Service Medal in "The Great War, the war to end all wars," selected the Unknown Soldier of 
World War I from four identical caskets at the city hall in Chalons-sur-Marne, France, Oct. 24, 1921. Sgt. 
Younger selected the unknown by placing a spray of white roses on one of the caskets. He chose the third 
casket from the left. The chosen Unknown Soldier was transported to the United States aboard the USS 
Olympia. Those remaining were interred in the Meuse Argonne Cemetery, France. 

The Unknown Soldier lay in state in the Capitol Rotunda from his arrival in the United States until Armistice 
Day, 1921. On Nov. 11, 1921, President Warren G. Harding officiated at the interment ceremonies at the 
Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Unknown of World War II and Korea 

On Aug. 3, 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill to select and pay tribute to the unknowns of 
World War II and Korea. The selection ceremonies and the interment of these unknowns took place in 1958. 
The World War II Unknown was selected from remains exhumed from cemeteries in Europe, Africa, Hawaii 
and the Philippines. 

Two unknowns from World War II, one from the European Theater and one from the Pacific Theater, were 
placed in identical caskets and taken aboard the USS Canberra, a guided-missile cruiser resting off the Virginia 
capes. Navy Hospitalman 1st Class William R. Charette, then the Navy's only active-duty Medal of Honor 
recipient, selected the Unknown Soldier of World War II. The remaining casket received a solemn burial at sea. 

Four unknown Americans who died in the Korean War were disinterred from the National Cemetery of the 
Pacific in Hawaii. Army Master Sgt. Ned Lyle made the final selection. Both caskets arrived in Washington May 
28, 1958, where they lay in the Capitol Rotunda until May 30. 

That morning, they were carried on caissons to Arlington National Cemetery. President Eisenhower awarded 
each the Medal of Honor, and the Unknowns were interred in the plaza beside their World War I comrade. 
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The Unknown of Vietnam 

The Unknown service member from the Vietnam War was designated by Medal of Honor recipient U.S. Marine 
Corps Sgt. Maj. Allan Jay Kellogg Jr. during a ceremony at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, May 17, 1984. The Vietnam 
Unknown was transported aboard the USS Brewton to Alameda Naval Base, Calif. The remains were sent to 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif., May 24. The Vietnam Unknown arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., the next 
day. Many Vietnam veterans and President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan visited the Vietnam Unknown in the U.S. 
Capitol. An Army caisson carried the Vietnam Unknown from the Capitol to the Memorial Amphitheater at 
Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day, May 28, 1984. President Reagan presided over the funeral, and 
presented the Medal of Honor to the Vietnam Unknown. 

The president also acted as next of kin by accepting the interment flag at the end of the ceremony. The 
interment flags of all Unknowns at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier are on view in the Memorial Display 
Room. The Memorial Bridge leading from Washington, D.C., to Virginia is lined with a joint-service cordon as 
the remains of the Vietnam War Unknown are taken by motor escort to Arlington National Cemetery for 
interment in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

The remains of the Vietnam Unknown were exhumed May 14, 1998. Based on mitochondrial DNA testing, DoD 
scientists identified the remains as those of Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie, who was shot down near 
An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. It has been decided that the crypt that contained the remains of the Vietnam 
Unknown will remain vacant. The crypt cover has been replaced with one that has the inscription “Honoring 
and Keeping Faith with America’s Missing Servicemen, 1958-1975.” 

~ http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore-the-Cemetery/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier 

Video Resources: 

Discovery Education, Streaming Video (2:03 minutes): History and Tradition of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier  

Viewpure 2009 CBS News Segment (4.27 minutes): http://viewpure.com/ose5Z3LajhE?start=0&end=0

Memorial Day Social Studies Department Collier County Public Schools

http://viewpure.com/ose5Z3LajhE?start=0&end=0


“I don't have to tell you how fragile this preciou s gift of freedom is. Every time we hear, watch, 
or read the news, we are reminded that li berty is a rare commodity in this world.” – 

President Ro nald Reagan 

Lesson Plans: 

Elementary –  

Memorial Day Booklet (Grades K-2) 

Memorial Day Poppies (Grades 3-5) 

Additional Activities 

Discovery Education K-5 Elementary Resources 

Secondary –  

Memorial Day: Graphing Our History of Sacrifice 

Memorial Day: Wall of Peace 

Discovery Education Secondary Resources 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/collections/8F8D9CB7-CA80-40C2-AA5D-295CD29952AA?utm_campaign=Curated_Collections&utm_medium=Search_Banner&utm_source=DiscoveryEducation&homework_id=
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/collections/8F8D9CB7-CA80-40C2-AA5D-295CD29952AA?utm_campaign=Curated_Collections&utm_medium=Search_Banner&utm_source=DiscoveryEducation&homework_id=


Title: Memorial Day Booklet 

Benchmark(s): Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for Social Studies 

Grade K SS.K.A.2.2 Recognize the importance of celebrations and national holidays 
as a way of remembering and honoring people, events, and our 
nation’s ethnic heritage. 

Grade 1 SS.1.A.2.3 Identify celebrations and national holidays as a way of 
remembering and honoring the heroism and achievements of the 
people, events, and our nation’s ethnic heritage. 

Grade 2 SS.2.C.2.5 Evaluate the contributions of various African Americans, 
Hispanics, Native Americans, veterans, and women. 

Objectives:  At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Discuss Memorial Day and what it means to be an American.
2. Create an eight-page Memorial Day Booklet

Key Terms: 
Freedom Memorial Day Soldiers 
Honor Patriotic Veterans 

Materials: 

• Discovery Education, Streaming Video
• Memorial Day Booklet, provided

Activities: 
In this lesson, students will watch a video on Memorial Day, and then cut out, fold, and color a 
Memorial Day booklet that tells of the origins and celebration of Memorial Day.  

1. Discuss why we have a Memorial Day and what it means to have freedom with your class.
2. Watch Holiday Facts and Fun: Memorial Day (14:52 minutes) from Discovery Education Streaming video.
3. Discuss information from the video.  Discovery Education does provide a teacher’s guide for this

video.
4. Students can then create the booklet by cutting out the pages and folding them in the correct

order.  Students may wish to color their booklets.

Evidence of Understanding: 

The classroom discussion will illustrate students’ understanding of Memorial Day. 

- adapted from Education World, http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/worksheets/TCM/pdfs/020524pt.pdf

Memorial Day Social Studies Department Collier County Public Schools

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/worksheets/TCM/pdfs/020524pt.pdf


#3254 Holiday Units with Reproducible Little Books 66 © Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

Memorial Day 

I
am thankful

for my
freedom!

Many businesses close in honor 
of Memorial Day.

It began as a day to honor
men and women who died in
the Civil War.

Memorial Day

8

36
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© Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 67 #3254 Holiday Units with Reproducible Little Books

Some people hang the
American flag outside their
home.

Memorial Day is a patriotic 
holiday.

Today we honor all who have
fought for our freedom.

Memorial Day is celebrated 
on the last Monday in May.

Memorial Day 

2 7

4 5
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Title: Memorial Day Poppies 

Benchmark(s): 

Grade 3 SS.3.A.1.1 
LAFS.3.W.2.4 

Analyze primary and secondary sources. 
With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and 
purpose. 

Grade 4 LAFS.4.W.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Grade 5 SS.5.A.1.1 
LAFS.5.W.2.4 

Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Objectives:  At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Discuss Memorial Day and what it means to be an American.
2. Explain the symbol of the red poppy

Key Terms: 
Decoration Day Memorial Day Soldiers 
Honor Sacrifice Veterans 

Materials: 

• 3-inch red construction paper circle with center dot
• 6-inch green pipe cleaner
• 1/2 X 6-inch strip light yellow paper
• scissors
• pencil
• glue stick or white glue
• Discovery Education, Streaming Video
• In Flanders Fields poem, provided
• Cinquain poem template, provided

Activities: 

In this lesson, students will watch a video on Memorial Day, hear the In Flanders Fields 
poem, write their own cinquain poem, and create a paper poppy.  

1. Discuss why we have a Memorial Day and what it means to make sacrifices with your class.
2. Watch Holiday Facts and Fun: Memorial Day (14:52 minutes) from Discovery Education

Streaming video.
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3. Discuss information from the video.  Discovery Education does provide a teacher’s guide
for this video.

4. Read the poem, In Flanders Fields (provided) and explain what it means to be a veteran
and why poppies are associated with remembering soldiers who died in America.
Teachers may want to explain that veterans sell red poppies to raise money to help
maintain cemeteries and to help disabled veterans.  (Teacher background information is
provided).

5. Students should then write their own poems using the cinquain poem template
(provided).  If this is the first time a student has used a cinquain, teachers may want to
create one together with the class, and then have students create them in small groups.

6. Students can then create a paper poppy using the following directions:

Draw line from center dot to edge of red circle and cut a slit. Overlap cut edges 
about an inch to create a shallow cone and glue; press for a silent count of 50 
and set aside to dry. Fold yellow paper in half; write Memorial Day on one side 
and the date of Memorial Day on the other; set aside. Twist one end of green 
pipe cleaner around pencil point to create a small “knot”. Keep rest of pipe 
cleaner straight. Poke small hole in center of poppy cone using pencil point and 
insert straight end of pipe cleaner, pull through until “knot” is in base of cone 
and forms green center. Place glue on inside of yellow paper and overlap onto 
green “stem” right under the poppy; press together and make sure securely 
glued. Poppy can be wrapped around pencil to form a pencil topper or used in 
other ways. 

NOTE: Very popular project; many students wanted to make extras for family members, so have 
extra supplies available if possible. 

Evidence of Understanding: 

The discussion and student poems will highlight student understanding of Memorial Day and 
the symbolism of the red poppy. 

- adapted from HotChalk Lesson Plans Page, http://lessonplanspage.com/ArtMemorialDayPoppies24.htm/
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In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders Fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders Fields. 

~John McCrae, 1915 
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Cinquain Poem 

________________________________ 
One word- What you are talking about  

______________, _____________
Two words-Describing it (adjectives)

____________, _____________, ______________ 
Three words-Describing action (verbs + “ing”)

_________ _________ __________ __________  
Four words-a phrase that shows feeling for the word

________________________________ 
One word-What you are talking about (synonym)
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Teacher Background Information 

This (In Flanders Fields) was the poem written by World War I Colonel John McCrae, a surgeon with 
Canada’s First Brigade Artillery. It expressed McCrae’s grief over the “row on row” of graves of soldiers 
who had died on Flanders’ battlefields, located in a region of western Belgium and northern France. The 
poem presented a striking image of the bright red flowers blooming among the rows of white crosses 
and became a rallying cry to all who fought in the First World War. The first printed version of it 
reportedly was in December 1915, in the British magazine Punch. 
McCrae’s poem had a huge impact on two women, Anna E. Guerin of France and Georgia native Moina 
Michael. Both worked hard to initiate the sale of artificial poppies to help orphans and others left 
destitute by the war. By 1920, when Guerin, with the help of the American Legion, established the first 
poppy sale in the U.S., the flower was well known in the allied countries — America, Britain, France, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand — as the “Flower of Remembrance.” Proceeds from that first sale 
went to the American and French Children’s League. 
Guerin had troubles with the distribution of the poppies in early 1922 and sought out Michael for help. 
Michael had started a smaller-scaled Poppy Day during a YMCA conference she was attending in New 
York and wanted to use the poppies as a symbol of remembrance of the war. Guerin, called the “Poppy 
Lady of France” in her homeland, and Michael, later dubbed “The Poppy Princess” by the Georgia 
legislature, went to the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) for help. 
The poppy was adopted as the official memorial flower of the VFW at its national convention in Seattle, 
Wash., in August 1922, following the first nationwide distribution of poppies ever conducted by any 
veterans’ organization. 
In 1923, faced by a shortage of poppies from French manufacturers, the VFW relied on New York florists 
to make up the difference. This was a huge setback, however, and led to the idea by VFW officials to use 
unemployed and disabled veterans to produce the artificial flower. This concept was approved in late 
1923 and the first poppy factory was built in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1924. This provided a practical means of 
assistance to veterans and also ensured a steady, reliable source of poppies. Veterans at Department of 
Veterans Affairs medical facilities and veterans homes help assemble the poppies, and each year the 
VFW distributes roughly 14 million worldwide. 
It was around the same time the first poppy factory was built that the VFW registered the name “Buddy 
Poppy” with the U.S. Patent Office. The term “Buddy” was coined by the poppy makers as a tribute to 
their comrades who did not come home from the war or who were scarred and crippled for life. 
The VFW celebrated the 75th anniversary of the Buddy Poppy as its official flower in 1997. While profits 
from its sales have helped countless veterans and their widows, widowers and orphans over the years, 
the poppy itself survives as a perpetual tribute to those who have given their lives for the nation’s 
freedom. 
-http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/flanders.asp
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Additional Activities for Memorial Day 

American Flag Pinwheels  
From the National Constitution Center 

Patriotic Wreaths 
From the National Constitution Center

Windsock Pattern 
From Education World: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/worksheets/TCM/pdfs/020524pt.pdf 
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AMERICAN FLAG 

PINWHEELS Page One 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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AMERICAN FLAG 

PINWHEELS Page Two 

X 
X 

X 

X 
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AMERICAN FLAG 

PINWHEELS 

• Print the previous pages on 8 1/2 X 11 paper
• Use markers or crayons to color your pinwheel.

For a traditional look:
Page one—Color every other stripe red 
Page two—Color background blue    

• Cut out along the dotted lines
• Place the two pieces back to back, with colored

side out
• Look for the small “X” at the points of pinwheel.

Gently fold both pieces of paper over (create a soft
fold, do not crease the paper) and bring the points
to the “X” at the center of the pinwheel.  Do not
fold points without an “X”

• With the help of an adult, place a push pin through
the center of the pinwheel, securing all the points
in place.

• Attach the pinwheel to the top of a pencil by
• pushing the push pin through the eraser.
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PATRIOTIC WREATHS 

Instructions: 
• Print all sheets on 11X17 card stock
• Cut out the base for your wreath—on the bottom of this page
• For 4th of July, Flag Day, and other patriotic holidays, color the stars—for a traditional look, go with

red, white and blue!
• For Memorial Day or Veterans Day, you could also the poppies—usually colored red
• Cut out your stars or poppies and with a glue stick, attach them to the wreath base
• Using tape or glue, attach a loop of yarn or ribbon to the top of the wreath and display!
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PATRIOTIC WREATHS 
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Memorial Day Social Studies Department Collier County Public Schools



Memorial Day 

Memorial Day Pattern
Windsock
Teacher Directions: Copy two patterns per child onto white construction paper.  After the student
colors the patterns, have them connect them with tape.  Form the combined patterns into a cylinder and
staple it together.  Use the pattern with page 69.

Directions
1. Color the patterns using red, white, and blue crayons.  Connect them with tape.
2. Form a cylinder and staple together.  (See page 69.)
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Memorial Day 

Memorial Day Pattern (cont.)

Windsock (cont.)
Teacher Directions: Copy the pattern onto white construction paper.  Use the pattern with page 68.

Directions
1. Color the strips red and blue.  Cut out the four strips.
2. Attach them to the bottom of the cylinder.
3. Use string to hang up the windsock.
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Title: Memorial Day: Graphing Our History of Sacrifice 

Benchmark(s): Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for Social Studies 

Grade 6 SS.6.W.1.3 
SS.6.W.1.6 

Interpret primary and secondary sources. 
Describe how history transmits culture and heritage and provides 
models of human character. 

Grade 7 SS.7.C.2.2 Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, 
defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Grade 8 SS.8.A.1.3 Analyze current events relevant to American History topics 
through a variety of electronic and print media resources. 

Grades 9-12 SS.912.A.2.1 
SS.912.A.4.3 

SS.912.A.4.5 

SS.912.A.6.1 

SS.912.A.6.12 
SS.912.A.6.14 

Review causes and consequences of the Civil War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Spanish 
American War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of United States 
involvement in World War I. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of World War II on 
the United States and the world. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Korean War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Vietnam War. 

Objectives:  At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze data related to the number of Americans who have lost their lives in wars and
conflicts.

2. Create a graph to illustrate the above data.
3. Explain the significance of Memorial Day as a day for remembering those who gave their

lives so we might live in freedom.

Key Terms: 
Bar graph Killed in action Soldiers 
Casualty Memorial Day Statistics 
Data Pie Graph Veterans 
Graphing Sacrifice Veterans Day 

Materials: 

• Internet Access (preferred) so students can work with the free online tool, Create a
Graph; or art supplies.

• Handouts: Americans Killed in Action and/or American War Deaths through History
(both provided)
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Activities: 

1. In this lesson, students use an Internet-based tool (provided) or graphing software to
create graphs showing our nation's "history of sacrifice." The graphs serve as visual
reminders of those who fought for our country so we might enjoy the freedom we have
today, and of the reasons we pause each year on Memorial Day to remember those who
gave their lives.

2. Give students access to Americans Killed in Action (provided) and American War Deaths
throughout History (Provided).

3. Have students look over the lists. Talk about the number of conflicts from the American
Revolution to Operation Iraqi Freedom. In how many of those conflicts have more than
100 American lives been sacrificed? In how many of those conflicts have more than
1,000 American lives been lost?  (Note:  More current statistics from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan can be found on the Department of Defense website at
http://www.defense.gov/releases/)

4. In order for students to see clearly the number of service men and women whose lives
we remember, have them create a graph in which they illustrate all the conflicts in
which 1,000 or more lives were lost. Students might create the graphs using art
supplies. Since the numbers of casualties are so large for some wars, older students will
be able to do this much more easily than younger students.  Younger students might
round off all numbers to the nearest thousand.
Students may draw the graph by hand or utilize Create a Graph, a free online tool. This
tool offers you four graphing options. For this lesson, the bar graph or pie graph tools
are best.

5. Students use their graphs to complete a quiz that includes the five questions below.
(Note: Questions and answers might be adjusted for younger quiz takers or if rounded
numbers are used on the graph.)
 How many Americans were killed in the Vietnam War? (58,219)
 Were more American lives sacrificed in the Civil War or in World War II? (the Civil

War)
 In which war did almost 117,000 Americans lose their lives? (World War I)
 How many more lives were lost in the Vietnam War than were lost in the Korean

War? 3,973 lives
 In how many wars on the chart did 100,000 or more Americans die? (three wars)

Evidence of Understanding: 

The graph and quick assessment will highlight students’ understanding of Memorial Day and 
the great sacrifice some have made to ensure the freedom we have today.   

- from Education World, http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/03/lp313-04.shtml
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Americans Killed in Action
Years Location Killed Wounded Dollar Cost 

1775-1783 1 Revolutionary 
War 

25324 8445 - 

1789 Indian Wars 6125 2156 - 
1798-1800 Franco-American 

Naval War 
20 42 - 

1801-1815 Barbary Wars 35 64 - 
1812-1815 War of 1812 2260 4505 - 

1814 Marquesas Islands 4 1 - 
1822-1825 West Indies 3 5 - 

1832 Sumatra 2 11 - 
1835-1836 Texas War of 

Independence 
704 138 - 

1846-1848 Mexican War 13283 32 - 
1855 Fiji 1 2 - 

1859-1860 Texas Border 
Cortina War 

5 18 - 

1861-1865 2 Civil War, North 363020 281104 - 
1861-1865 2 Civil War, South 199110 137102 - 

1853 Japan 5 6 - 
1867 Formosa 1 0 - 
1870 Mexico 1 4 - 
1871 Korea 4 10 - 
1898 Spanish American 

War 
2893 1637 - 

1899-1902 Philippines War 4273 2840 - 
1899 Samoa 4 5 - 
1900 China Boxer 

Rebellion 
53 253 - 

1902-1913 Moro Campaigns 130 300 - 
1904 Dominican 

Republic 
1 0 - 

1911-1919 Mexico 19 69 - 
1912 Nicaragua 5 16 - 

1915-1920 Haiti 146 26 - 
Dominican 
Republic 

144 50 - 

1917-1918 World War I 116708 204002 $33 Billion 
1918-1919 Russia North 

Expedition 
246 307 - 

1918-1920 Russia Siberia 
Expedition 

170 52 - 

1921-1941 China Yangtze 
Service 

5 80 - 
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Years Location Killed Wounded Dollar Cost 
1927-1932 Nicaragua 136 66 - 

1941 North Atlantic 
Naval War  

141 44 - 

1941 Pearl Harbor 2388 - - 
1941-1945 World War II 408306 670846 $360 Billion 

Numbers are 
Estimates 

Army 256267 
Army Air Force 53007 

Merchant Marines 9300 
Navy  34607 

Marine Corps 17376-19733 
1942, June- 

August 
Aleutian Campaign US 549; 

Japan 2352 
US 1148 combat; 

2100 weather 
- 

1945, April- June Okinawa US Navy 5000; 
USMC/Army 8000; 

Japan 107539; 
Civilians 142058 

US 38000 - 

1945, Feb. 19 – 
March 16 

Iwo Jima USMC 6891; 
Japan 19788; 

Civilians - 

US 18070 - 

1942, June Midway 307 - - 
1944, June 6 D- Day 1465 3184 - 

1945 Iwo Jima 6503 - - 
1945-1947 Italy Trieste 6 14 - 
1945-1947 China Civil War 12 42 - 

1950 Inchon 670 - - 
1950-1953 Korean War 54246 103284 $ 50 Billion 

1954 Matsu & Quemoy 3 0 - 
1957-1975 Vietnam War 58219 153356 $111 Billion 
1958-1984 Lebanon 268 169 - 

1962 Cuba 9 0 - 
1964 Panama Canal 

Riots 
4 85 - 

1965-1966 Dominican 
Republic 

59 174 - 

1966-1969 South Korea 89 131 - 
1967 Israel Attack/USS 

Liberty 
34 171 - 

1968 Tet (Vietnam) 7040 0 - 
1980 Iran Operation 

Desert One 
8 0 - 

1980-1991 Terrorism 28 0 - 
1983 Grenada 19 100 $76 Million 

1983, Oct. 23 Beirut Lebanon 241 - - 
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Years Location Killed Wounded Dollar Cost 
1983-1991 El Salvador 20 0 - 
1984-1989 Honduras 1 28 

1986 Libya 2 0 
1987 4 Persian Gulf 148 467 

1989-1990 Panama 40 240 $163 Million 
1990-1991 Persian Gulf, 

Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm 

363 357 $61 Billion 

1991-1992 Somalia, 
Operation Restore 

Hope 

8 - $ .52 Billion 

1993, Feb. 26 Terrorism, WTC 6 1000+ - 
1995 Terrorism, 

Oklahoma City 
168 400+ - 

1995, Nov. 13 Terrorism, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia 

7 42 - 

1995-2000 Terrorism 77 - - 
1996, Jun. 25 Terrorism, Khobar 

Towers, Saudi 
Arabia 

19 500 - 

2000 Yemen, USS Cole 17 651 - 
2001, Sept. 11 Flight 93 44 - - 

WTC 2974 - - 
2001-2014 Operation 

Enduring 
Freedom, 

Afghanistan 

2352 20144 - 

2003-2014 Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

4432 31994 - 

1 Includes Indian scouts, private militia, civilians fighting with Army or Navy 
2 Adjusted for post war related deaths 

3 3 combat, 148 terrorist casualties 

Source: http://www.americanwarlibrary.com/allwars.htm and the Department of 
Defense http://www.defense.gov/releases/ and https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf
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American War Deaths throughout History 

CONFLICT NAME APPROX. SPAN CASUALTIES 
War of Independence 1775-1783 25,000 
Northwest Indian War 1785-1795 1,221 

Quasi-War 1798-1800 20 
Barbary Wars 1801-1815 35 
War of 1812 1812-1815 20,000 

1st Seminole War 1817-1818 30 
2nd Seminole War 1835-1842 1,500 

Mexican-American War 1846-1848 13,283 
3rd Seminole War 1855-1858 26 

Civil War 1861-1865 623,026 
Indian Wars 1865-1898 919 

Spanish-American War 1898 2,446 
Philippine War 1898-1902 4,196 

Boxer Rebellion 1900-1901 37 
Mexican Revolution 1914-1919 35 

Haiti Occupation 1915-1934 146 
World War 1 1917-1918 116,708 
World War 2 1941-1945 407,316 
Korean War 1950-1953 36,914 
Vietnam War 1964-1973 58,169 
El Salvador 1980-1992 20 

Beirut 1982-1984 266 
Persian Gulf (Support) 1987-1988 39 
Invasion of Grenada 1983 19 
Invasion of Panama 1989 40 

Persian Gulf War 1991 269 
Somalia 1992-1993 43 
Bosnia 1995 12 

Afghanistan 2002-2011 1,610 (6/6/11) 
Iraq 2003-2011 4,459 (6/6/11) 

Partial Sources: U.S. Army Military History Institute; iCasualties.org 

Source: The Military History Institute 
http://www.militaryfactory.com/american_war_deaths.asp 
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Title: Memorial Day: Wall of Peace 

Benchmark(s): Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for Social Studies 

Grade 6 SS.6.W.1.3 
SS.6.W.1.6 

Interpret primary and secondary sources. 
Describe how history transmits culture and heritage and provides 
models of human character. 

Grade 7 SS.7.C.2.2 Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, 
defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Grade 8 SS.8.A.1.3 Analyze current events relevant to American History topics 
through a variety of electronic and print media resources. 

Grades 9-12 SS.912.A.2.1 
SS.912.A.4.3 

SS.912.A.4.5 

SS.912.A.6.1 

SS.912.A.6.12 
SS.912.A.6.14 

Review causes and consequences of the Civil War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Spanish 
American War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of United States 
involvement in World War I. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of World War II on 
the United States and the world. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Korean War. 
Examine causes, course, and consequences of the Vietnam War. 

Objectives:  At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Write critically about Memorial Day and what it means to be an American.
2. Build a symbolic “Wall of Peace”.
3. Explain the significance of Memorial Day as a day for remembering those who gave their

lives so we might live in freedom.

Key Terms: 
Casualty Memorial Day Tolerance 
Decoration Day Sacrifice Veterans 
Honor Soldiers Veterans Day 

Materials: 

• Cardstock
• Colored pencils/markers
• Handouts: Memorial Day Reading and Brick Template (both provided)
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Activities: 

1. In this lesson, students will choose a question(s) to respond in writing. The written
paragraph will be attached to a symbolic "brick." Students' bricks will be used to
commemorate the day and build a "Wall of Peace.”

2. Have students read the Memorial Day handout.
3. Watch the History Channel’s 3.30 minute video:

http://viewpure.com/CRXrfs0f1Fo?start=0&end=0
4. Then write the following questions on a whiteboard or chart:

 What do you feel is the cornerstone of our country?
 In what ways can we honor our veterans?
 How do we show respect for our country?
 In what ways can we, as individuals, on a daily basis help keep the

peace?
 What is tolerance?
 How does tolerance promote peace?
 Veterans have shown their loyalty to our country. How can we show ours?
 Why is it important to keep honoring our veterans?

5. Have students discuss these questions with a partner or in a small group.
6. Lead a classroom discussion over these questions.
7. Ask students to write a paragraph in response to one or two of these questions.
8. Have students/peers edit the paragraphs for publication. Once students have edited

their paragraphs for grammar, punctuation, and spelling, tell them write their
paragraphs on a paper "brick." (Or they might type on white paper, then cut out and
mount their paragraph on the brick template.)

9. Build a Wall of Peace on a classroom bulletin board or wall by having students read
aloud their paragraphs one at a time; then have them place their bricks on the bulletin
board or wall. Leave space between bricks to represent the mortar that holds the bricks
in place. The bricks in this classroom Wall of Peace represent important characteristics:
peace, honor, respect, tolerance, and loyalty.

Evidence of Understanding: 

The discussion and student writing will highlight their understanding of Memorial Day and the 
important characteristics represented by the Wall of Peace.   

- adapted from Education World, http://www.educationworld.com/a_tsl/archives/05-1/lesson019.shtml
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Memorial Day 

It was 1866 and the United States was recovering from the long and bloody Civil War between the North 
and the South. Surviving soldiers came home, some with missing limbs, and all with stories to tell. Henry 
Welles, a drugstore owner in Waterloo, New York, heard the stories and had an idea. He suggested that 
all the shops in town close for one day to honor the soldiers who were killed in the Civil War and were 
buried in the Waterloo cemetery. On the morning of May 5, the townspeople placed flowers, wreaths 
and crosses on the graves of the Northern soldiers in the cemetery. At about the same time, Retired 
Major General Jonathan A. Logan planned another ceremony, this time for the soldiers who survived the 
war. He led the veterans through town to the cemetery to decorate their comrades' graves with flags. It 
was not a happy celebration, but a memorial. The townspeople called it Decoration Day.  

In Retired Major General Logan's proclamation of Memorial Day, he declared:  
"The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating 
the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country and during the late rebellion, and whose 
bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land. In this observance no form 
of ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services 
and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit." 

The two ceremonies were joined in 1868, and northern states commemorated the day on May 30. The 
southern states commemorated their war dead on different days. Children read poems and sang civil 
war songs and veterans came to school wearing their medals and uniforms to tell students about the 
Civil War. Then the veterans marched through their home towns followed by the townspeople to the 
cemetery. They decorated graves and took photographs of soldiers next to American flags. Rifles were 
shot in the air as a salute to the northern soldiers who had given their lives to keep the United States 
together.  

By the turn of the century, nearly every state had declared Decoration Day an official holiday. After 
World War I, Decoration Day was expanded to honor those killed in all of the nation’s wars, and after 
World War II it became known as Memorial Day. (Veterans Day, which honors all veterans, living and 
dead, is celebrated each year on November 11.) Cities all around the United States hold their own 
ceremonies on the last Monday in May to pay respect to the men and women who have died in wars or 
in the service of their country.  

Memorial Day is not limited to honor only those Americans from the armed forces. It is also a day for 
personal remembrance. Families and individuals honor the memories of their loved ones who have died. 
Church services, visits to the cemetery, flowers on graves or even silent tribute mark the day with dignity 
and solemnity. It is a day of reflection. However, to many Americans the day also signals the beginning 
of summer with a three-day weekend to spend at the beach, in the mountains or at home relaxing.  
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In Waterloo, New York, the origin has not been lost and in fact the meaning has become even more 
special. President Lyndon Johnson proclaimed Waterloo the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1966, 100 
years after the first commemoration. Every May 30, townspeople still walk to the cemeteries and hold 
memorial services. They decorate the graves with flags and flowers. Then they walk back to the park in 
the middle of town. In the middle of the park, near a monument dedicated to soldiers, sailors and 
marines, the Gettysburg address is read, followed by Retired Major General Logan's Order #11 
designating Decoration Day. The village choirs sing patriotic songs. In the evening, school children take 
part in a parade.  

Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia is the nation's largest national cemetery. Not only are members 
of the armed forces buried here; astronauts, explorers and other distinguished Americans have all been 
honored with a special place here. President John F. Kennedy is buried in a spot overlooking 
Washington, D.C.  

Here in the early hours of the Friday morning before Memorial Day, soldiers of the Third U.S. infantry 
walk along the rows of headstones. Each soldier stops at a headstone, reaches to a bundle of flags he is 
carrying, pulls one out and pushes it into the ground. These soldiers are part of a special regiment, the 
Old Guard. Most consider it a privilege to place flags on the more than two hundred thousand graves of 
soldiers who served in the wars or who died in them. "They have done their job," said one soldier, "and 
now it's my turn to do mine."  

It is an equal honor to guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier all year. There are actually four soldiers 
buried in this spot: the unknown soldiers of the two World Wars, the Korean conflict, and the Vietnam 
War. Each soldier represents all of those who gave their lives in the modern wars. Soldiers from the 
Army's Third Infantry guard the tomb twenty-four hours a day. Wreath-laying ceremonies take place all 
through the year and people from all over the world come to watch the changing of the guard. On 
another hill of Arlington Cemetery there is a mass grave of unidentified soldiers from the Civil War.  

On Memorial Day, the President or Vice President of the United States gives a speech and lays a wreath 
on the tombs. Members of the armed forces shoot a rifle salute in the air. Veterans and families come to 
lay their own wreaths and say prayers. There is a chance that one of the soldiers buried here is a father, 
son, brother or friend.  

~ adapted from the United States Embassy, Austria 
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Big Title 

Paragraph 
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Example: 

HONOR 
Student Paragraph 

Top Brick can be for the title 
of the brick and decorated 
with illustrations. 

Bottom brick is for the 
student’s paragraph. 

Bricks can be cut out and fit 
together on a bulletin board 
or the wall. 
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